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Golf Package: Argyll / Ayrshire area 

 

Three-night package with four rounds of golf 

 

How to get to Argyll / Ayrshire: 

Glasgow Airport:  Scheduled flights operate between Glasgow and London City, London 

Gatwick, London Heathrow, London Luton, London Stansted, Alicante, Amsterdam, Belfast, 

Berlin, Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Copenhagen, Cork, Donegal, Dubai, Dublin, East 

Midlands, Geneva, La Rochelle, Leeds Bradford, Madrid, Malaga, Manchester, New York, 

Paris, Philadelphia, Reykjavik, Southampton, and Stavanger.  There is also a seasonal route 

to Orlando. 

Glasgow by train:  Glasgow can be reached by rail from all the major Scottish cities.  An 

overnight sleeper service connects the city with London.  Changing at trains at Glasgow 

Central station allows train travel to Ardrossan and Troon. 

Edinburgh Airport:  Along with flights to all the major UK and European airports, Edinburgh 

Airport has scheduled flights to/from Athens, Basel, Brussels, Cologne, Dusseldorf, 

Frankfurt, Krakow, Oslo and Zurich. 

 

Day 1 Day one involves playing Western Gailes, Irvine 

Regarded as a true Scottish links course, Western Gailes was formed in 1897 

and has hosted a number of prestigious tournaments including the 1972 Curtis 

Cup and the 1964 PGA Championship.  It is also used for final qualifying when 

the Open is played at Turnberry or Troon.  Featuring undulating terrain, 

occasionally interrupted by three meandering burns, rolling fairways and some of 

the thickest links rough in Scotland, it provides a challenge that is to be enjoyed 

every time it is played.  Measuring 6,640 yards, the par 71 course is highly-rated 

and has been rated 35th in the top 100 courses in Britain. 

 

Night 1 After playing Western Gailes you will board Scotia W at either Ardrossan or 

Troon from where we will sail to Campbeltown.  The route will take us down the 

Firth of Clyde and round the south end of the Isle of Arran, before crossing the 

Kilbrannan Sound to the Kintyre Peninsula.  Overnight the vessel will be berthed 

in Campbeltown, which is a busy port town with a range of amenities and you will 

have the chance to go ashore and explore. 
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Day 2 Your second day brings Machrihanish and Machrihanish Dunes 

The Kintyre Peninsula is not the easiest place to get to, but arriving by boat 

opens up two superb courses.  Machrihanish is a name that stirs the emotions 

of golfers across the world and it’s not difficult to see why.  The 6,225-yard, par 

70 course is a true golfing treasure that is a joy to play time and again, and you’ll 

be tested from the off as you send your first tee shot soaring across the Atlantic. 

 

Situated on the west coast of the Kintyre Peninsula along the coast from 

Machrihanish is Machrihanish Dunes, a 7,175-yard, par 70 links course.  

Opened in 2009, the course has been shaped out of the natural contours of the 

sand dunes and has the mighty Atlantic as a dramatic backdrop.  This natural 

shaping means the fairways are rolling and there are many blind tee and 

approach shots.  It all makes for a challenging and entertaining round. 

 

After taking on these two courses you will board Scotia W and set sail from 

Campbeltown for Port Ellen on the Isle of Islay.  The cruise takes us round the 

Mull of Kintyre – the southern tip of the Kintyre Peninsula – before crossing the 

Atlantic to Islay. 
 

Night 2 The vessel will berth at Port Ellen on the east of the Island.  Port Ellen is the 

second largest settlement on Islay and has a number of local amenities. 
 

Day 3 On day three the historic links of Machrie are played 

Laid out in 1891 by Willie Campbell, who instantly fell in love with the course 

upon viewing the land before him, Machrie is a traditional links course which runs 

to 6,324 yards.  The main feature of this par 71 course are the number of blind 

holes and blind shots that have to be negotiated from undulating, tight fairways 

onto wonderful, rolling greens.  Add to this the majestic setting overlooking 

Laggan Bay and you begin to realise why Machrie is such a favourite. 

 

After enjoying a round on Machrie you will have some time to explore some of 

the island, which is home to nine distilleries, including Bowmore, Bruichladdich, 

Bunnahabhain, Caol Ila and Lagavulin. 
 

Night 3 Departing from Port Ellen, we will sail back round the Mull of Kintyre to 

Campbeltown where we will berth overnight.  The departure time will be dictated 

by tide times. 

Day 4 The final day would be spent enjoying a cruise from Port Ellen, across the 

Kilbrannan Sound, round the south of Arran before crossing the Firth of Clyde to 

either Ardrossan or Troon. 
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Total package cost, excluding transfers:     £1,020 per person 

 

Package includes: Four rounds of golf on the above named courses and three nights dinner, 

bed and breakfast aboard Scotia W.  This package is ideal for a group of eight golfers. 

 

Transfers to and from the boat can be organised by Scotia Charters and would be charged 

at cost.  Approximate total transfer distance (based on Glasgow Airport being arrival and 

departure point and the boat sailing from Troon) – 95 miles (153km) 

 

 

Visiting Machrie on the Isle of Islay may be restricted due to weather conditions, although 

every effort would be made to sail to Islay where safely possible.  The other consideration for 

sailing to Islay is the tide, and departure times will be dictated by this factor.  This will decide 

whether golf times are morning or afternoon, and also the cruise time which may be late 

evening or early morning.  Guest comfort and safety is of utmost importance at all times, and 

should we have to alter our itinerary, this will be done in conjunction with guests.  If reaching 

Islay is not possible, the 18-hole Dunaverty golf course on the Mull of Kintyre could be 

played on day three along with a cruise round the north of the Isle of Arran. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All of Scotia Charters’ itineraries can be tailored to suit your particular requirements.  For 

more information, please e-mail enquiries@scotiacharters.com or telephone +44 (0)7976 

897332. 

 

www.scotiacharters.com  

mailto:enquiries@scotiacharters.com
http://www.scotiacharters.com/

